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I. Course Objectives 
 
This seminar will explore key international legal questions arising in counterterrorism contexts. 
The module should provide you with a better grasp of the implications, justifications, causes, and 
consequences of counterterrorism laws and policies, while encouraging you to analyse international 
responses to terrorism within their respective legal and political contexts. This seminar will provide 
exposure to some of the most controversial debates in international law as regards transnational 
terrorism, with a view to enabling students to develop their legal and policy sensibilities in 
addressing present-day security challenges. Recurrent underlying themes will include promoting 
the rule of law and the rights of individuals; the perceived conflict between the rights of individuals 
and States’ security priorities; the tension between upholding States’ sovereign equality and 
combating terrorism efficiently; the importance of multilateralism and transnational cooperation 
on counterterrorism issues; and the intersection of law and politics. 
 
At the end of the course, it is expected that participants should be able to:  
 

1. Demonstrate awareness and understanding of the international legal framework related to 
counterterrorism. 

 
2. Demonstrate familiarity with key anti-terrorism multilateral conventions, relevant 

international treaties, jurisprudence, customary law rules and concepts, and be able to apply 
them to real-world scenarios. 

 
3. Appreciate the challenges posed by the global struggle against terrorism to the framework 

of international law, and by the various, sometimes controversial, responses to terrorism. 
 

4. Exhibit an understanding of the legal restraints that limit States’ and international 
organisations’ potential responses to transnational terrorism. 
 

5. Articulate and defend a reasoned approach on the most appropriate international legal 
tools to be used in combating transnational terrorism. 

 
 
II. Teaching Style and Modalities 
 
This seminar will involve a mixture of lecturing, class discussion, and problem-solving. Students 
are expected to have done the assigned readings before attending class. The course will 
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proceed based on this assumption. Typically, the class will begin with an overview of the topic 
to be covered that week, followed by a discussion of the specific issues raised in the readings and 
classroom exchanges and/or problem-solving. In light of the evolving circumstances related to 
COVID-19, some or all of the seminar sessions may be conducted online. 
 
Students are expected to participate in the classroom discussions. Depending upon class 
enrolment, a group of students may be designated each week to be ‘on the spot’ to answer 
questions about the readings, deliver a short presentation, lead class discussion, and raise their own 
questions for class discussion, beginning in Week 2.  
 
Compulsory reading materials for each session will be uploaded into individual folders in 
LumiNUS. Additional readings will be suggested in the syllabus in case you want to deepen your 
understanding in a particular area, but will not form part of the compulsory readings for the class. 
Students will be expected to monitor LumiNUS and their emails regularly, as announcements 
might be made through those means.  
 
In some respects, this module is an advanced seminar in international law and assumes that 
students are or will become familiar with fundamental concepts such as sovereignty, jurisdiction, 
treaties, customary international law, State responsibility, the United Nations machinery, etc. Given 
that many class participants may not have done a course in international law, the first two seminars 
will be devoted to introducing both the key themes of the course and core principles of 
international law that will act as a backdrop for the entire module. The readings for the 
introductory session, including some background materials on international law, will be made 
available on LumiNUS. Students who have no background in international law will be strongly 
advised to read these documents before the beginning of the course. Students who have had some 
exposure to international law will also be advised to review them, as they will provide a helpful 
refresher of basic concepts and principles. Those students wishing to acquire further 
understanding of international law are also encouraged to consult the following general works, as 
needed: MN Shaw, International Law (8th edn, Cambridge University Press 2017) and JR Crawford, 
Brownlie’s Principles of Public International Law (9th edn, Oxford University Press 2019). 
 
 
III. Mode of Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on the basis of class participation (20%), one written mid-term 
assignment of 2000 words maximum, exclusive of footnotes (20%), and a final, 6-hour open book, 
take-home examination (60%), which will be made available on LumiNUS. A strong command of 
the English language, both written and spoken, will be an advantage.  
 
 
IV. Syllabus and Reading List 
 
A more detailed syllabus and reading list will be uploaded on LumiNUS in due course. Seminars 
1–4 provide the foundational background on the relevant international legal concepts, the 
normative international framework to combat terrorism, the evolution of terrorism as an offence 
under general international law, and the efforts to define that term from legal and international 
criminal standpoints. Seminars 5–12 embark upon a critical review of the role and limits of specific 
international legal fields in addressing terrorism. The main topics to be addressed (subject to 
modification) are as follows: 
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SEMINAR ONE:  COURSE INTRODUCTION AND FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS: 
SOVEREIGNTY, SOVEREIGN EQUALITY, SOURCES OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, STATE 
RESPONSIBILITY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND INTERNATIONAL 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE  

 
SEMINAR TWO:   THE INTERNATIONAL NORMATIVE FRAMEWORK: USING 

INTERNATIONAL LAW TO COMBAT TERRORISM 
 
SEMINAR THREE: WHAT’S IN A NAME? THE QUEST TO DEFINE ‘TERRORISM’ UNDER  
  INTERNATIONAL LAW 
  
SEMINAR FOUR:  TERRORISM AS AN INTERNATIONAL CRIME AND THE FRAMEWORK 

OF INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW 
 
SEMINAR FIVE:  THE LAWS OF WAR: CAN INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW 

ADAPT TO TERRORISM? 
 
SEMINAR SIX:  HOLDING STATES TO THEIR COUNTERTERRORISM OBLIGATIONS 

THROUGH THE LAW OF STATE RESPONSIBILITY 
 
SEMINAR SEVEN:   THE LEGALITY OF THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST TERRORISTS 
 
SEMINAR EIGHT:   HUMAN RIGHTS: INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC PERSPECTIVES 
 
SEMINAR NINE:  DRONES AND ASSASSINATIONS: THE LEGALITY OF TARGETED 

KILLINGS UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW 
 
SEMINAR TEN:     TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING 

TREATMENT 
 
SEMINAR ELEVEN:   THE UN SANCTIONS REGIME AS A TOOL TO COMBAT TERRORISM 
 
SEMINAR TWELVE:  REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM AS A CASE STUDY AND COURSE    

 CONCLUSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____________ 


